
Hi

I have given up on trying to do this survey as I find it quite time-consuming and generally not 
relevant to my main concerns about Plan Melbourne. My concerns mainly relate to living for several 
years in a growth area outer suburb which has been seriously neglected with necessary infrastructure, 
especially schools and public transport. This neglect is causing serious hardship for many residents 
in my area such as for those residents experiencing financial stress, car dependency on congested 
roads, limited time for family life, problem gambling and domestic violence. There is little sign that 
the Victorian government is likely to deal with this effectively in the short, medium or long term.

I live on the Aurora estate where a railway line extension to Epping North has been planned and 
promised for over a decade. Public Transport Victoria was contemplating this extension in Network 
Development Plan - Metropolitan Rail (December 2012) for the long-term - some time  beyond 
Stage 4 which is to be implemented within 20 years. The Network Plan reveals its highly inadequate 
planning with the following:

Extension to Epping North

A growth area is currently in development in the Epping North and Aurora areas. While 
planned
direct bus services to the South Morang line will offer sufficient capacity and 
competitive travel
times in the medium term, upon full build-out of the area it is likely a higher capacity 
solution will
need to be found. As such, a new branch line could be constructed to Epping North 
connecting into
the South Morang line at Lalor station. This would require a new two track branch line 
from Lalor to
Epping North, a new single track terminus at Epping North and installation of high 
capacity
signalling. (p. 136)

The neighbouring areas of Epping North and Wollert are filling up rapidly and are already dealing 
with a significant proportion of Melbourne's population growth which is planned to continue for 
decades. A train line is needed now. The problem is not only obtaining $300-500 million needed to 
pay for construction of this this rail extension (see website 
https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/building-planning-and-transport/roads-and-transport/future-
transport-needs/completing-the-heavy-rail-extension-to-epping-north-and-wollert). Other problems 
involve this rail line extension fitting in with the need for increased rail capacity elsewhere in 
Melbourne to limit overcrowded rail services. Huge payments and much time are required for the 
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Metro rail tunnel, fixing up decades of neglected rail, a modern rail signalling system and 
replacement of over-used level rail crossings. Quicker and cheaper alternatives need to be looked at. 
For this reason I believe a modern monorail system is highly worthy of consideration. More 
information is provided in the document attached to this document.
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Melbourne Public Transport Needs 
 
For many years, growth area outer suburbs of Melbourne have been seriously neglected with 
an absence of necessary infrastructure, especially schools and public transport. This neglect is 
causing serious hardship for many residents in these areas. For example, Epping North 
residents are experiencing financial stress from home mortgages and necessary extra cars, car 
dependency on congested roads, limited time for family life, and higher levels of problem 
gambling and domestic violence.  
 
A railway line extension to Epping North has been planned and promised for over a decade. 
Public Transport Victoria was contemplating this extension in Network Development Plan - 
Metropolitan Rail (December 2012) for the long-term - some time beyond Stage 4 which is to 
be implemented within 20 years from 2012.  
 
The neighbouring areas of Epping North and Wollert are filling up rapidly and are already 
dealing with a significant proportion of Melbourne's population growth which is planned to 
continue for decades. A train line is needed now. The problem is not only obtaining $300-500 
million (estimated by the City of Whittlesea Council) which is needed to pay for construction 
of this this rail extension. (See website https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/building-planning-and-
transport/roads-and-transport/future-transport-needs/completing-the-heavy-rail-extension-to-
epping-north-and-wollert.) 
 
Other problems involve this rail line extension fitting in with the need for increased rail 
capacity elsewhere in Melbourne to limit overcrowded rail services. Huge payments and 
much time are required for the Metro rail tunnel, fixing up decades of neglected rail, a 
modern rail signalling system and replacement of over-used level rail crossings.  
 
Something new is needed to fix the current dire and worsening public transport mess in 
Melbourne. Although the rail extension to Mernda is now supported by the State 
Government, other important possible rail extensions appear sidelined e.g. to Melbourne 
Airport, to Doncaster and to Rowville.  Growing outer urban areas such as Point Cook, 
Epping North and Craigieburn Central also need attention. Smart bus services, which traverse 
the current spoke-wheel distribution of rail lines to the CBD, need to be replaced by quicker 
and more efficient services. 
 
A modern advanced monorail solution (not like the previous Sydney monorail) needs major 
attention. The Tokyo Haneda monorail is privately run, moves a lot of people and has been a 
long term success financially. Internet websites including YouTube videos can be found with 
information about monorails (including driverless trains) that at least suggest highly 
promising solutions for Melbourne’s public transport deficiencies. One website even 
proposes an extensive high-capacity monorail system that links Melbourne Airport to the city 
and suburbs. 
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Melbourne Rail Network Problems 

The Melbourne Metro Rail Tunnel Project (to allow more trains into the CBD) is extremely costly (at $10 
billion plus) and is likely to leave insufficient funding for other urgently needed train projects. The Project will 
take a long time, with a due completion date of 2026 to fix problems which are already overwhelming. 

The following five articles indicate more examples of serious rail problems in need of urgent fixing: 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/exclusive-the-six-problems-ruining-melbournes-rail-network-
20150722-gii8ps  
Internal audit of Melbourne's rail network has revealed decades of substantial neglect leading to critical 
problems that will be extremely costly to fix) 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/dire-warnings-of-crush-capacity-on-metro-trains/story-fnstek7z-
1227346258356 
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/commuters-to-be-squeezed-out-of-the-loop-as-rail-overcrowding-crisis-
looms-20150922-gjsank.html 
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/melbournes-looming-rail-capacity-crisis-to-put-the-squeeze-on-daniel-
andrews-20150922-gjsjeb.html 
("Crush capacity" on Melbourne's Metro train system is expected to be reached by 2018.) 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/signalling-trial-could-revolutionise-transport-but-will-we-benefit-
20150523-gh7zr3.html 
(High-tech signalling could improve train services by up to 30%. A high-capacity signalling trial on the 
Sandringham line is likely to take five years. A lot more needs to be done.) 

Serious and worsening transport problems in the outer suburbs need fixing as described in these articles: 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/being-born-on-city-fringe-must-not-disadvantage-says-planning-
minister-richard-wynne-20150805-gisakd.html 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/the-gap-between-the-inner-city-and-outer-suburbs-is-growing-
20150717-gif239 

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/fraying-on-the-fringe-dealing-with-disadvantage-in-mernda-
20150825-gj6zrf.html 

‘Melbourne, most liveable but a tale of two cities’ – see http://www.andrewgiles.com.au/opinion_pieces 
 

Something new is needed to fix Melbourne’s worsening public transport problems. A modern advanced 
monorail solution warrants major attention but Melbourne appears to lack senior transport managers, experts 
and advisors able to make this happen. Perhaps this could be the subject of a State Parliament enquiry. More 
information on monorail appears at: 
 

http://www.monorails.org/ 
(The Monorail Society website) 

http://www.monorailsaustralia.com.au/melbourne.html 
(Melbourne Skyrail Proposal: An extensive high-capacity monorail system that links Melbourne Airport to 
the city and suburbs. This has the advantage of not disrupting Melbourne's heavily congested rail and light 
rail systems with additional traffic. The automated Skyrail trains are able to affordably operate all day every 
day with services each two or three minutes.) 

http://vimeo.com/65368766  
Promotion video for Bombardier Transportation Innovia 300 Monorail System. 

DVD documentary ‘Monorails of Japan’ (film by David M. Ice – see www.monorails.org) 
Segment on Tokyo Haneda Airport monorail 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFHnKnvv9jI 
 (Video 2015: The São Paulo [Brazil] Monorail Line ... with a large, spacious, and open cabin layout.) 
 

Tony Francis 
18 December 2015 
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